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Enclosure No. 1 to‘despatch x
from the American Minister
"Project for. Settlement of .

COPY’

(Letter sent to Blatta Ephrem. Teweld 3
tation by him to the Jewish Refugee group inte est
Harar Province' JHB) 7. 5

Gentlemen:

His Imperial lajesty has examined with thoughtfu
consideration the proposal submitted to. Him:inia let i
under date of the 26th January, 1944, jointly’ signed by,
¥r. Erwin Kraft, Mr. Hermann Fuernberg and: Madam: Narie
Ginsberg concerning a project for the settlement of:
European Jewish refugees in the Province of Harar of Sl
the Empire. of Ethiopia.,” The proposal is ‘that- the: Province
be set aside for the immigration of European: Jews. and be: pl
under an autonomous regime to be adminlstered by such :
refugees R

His Imperial Maaesty, my August oovereign, has eve
been most solicitous of the terrible plight of the: :
refugees in and from Europe and His desires for. afford g
assistance have been limited only by the fact-that: follo
ing five years of pillage and destruction the means: ‘of =
assistance have been all to inadequate for thé neéds: evev
of the thousands of subjects of His Imperial- Magestyrwho
are today houeless and destitute as a result: of the [
Italian occupation. - S0

Notwithstanding these difficulties- His Imperial S
Hajesty has afforded asylum to many refugees. from- ‘Europe - . -
in certain’ scattered areas where foreign. settlers might:
be accepted, and is today collaborating with-the other:
United Nations in searching.for:a- practical SO‘ution
to the difficult problem of tne refugees TR

However, it is my duty to state at the: express order
and in the name of His Imperial: Magesty that'a proposalf*
such as has been submitted in the: 1 tter
cannot meet with His approval

The sincere desire of: the Ethiopian nation cald
the vicetims of aggression is” in nho:way. consonant,with the
requirement that that same nation should set aside an ... -
entire province for any one group of refugees.f The* problem
of refugees in general, -both national and international,~~
is far too. broad to, permit of ‘a"-solution in favour:of a

particular group so costly from the viewpoint of the:
Fmpire of Ethiopia as to jeopardize the:economy of the..
Bmpire and fto leave no room for further assistance to its ‘ :
own nationals and to the, victlms of sufiering generally. R |

In consequence, I--must ask trat the proposal .
together with the name provisionally assigned thereto be
nov abandoned., .

Liost sincerelv yours,

Nr. Erwin Kraft
lir, Hermann Fuernberg
liadam Marie: Ginsberg
22 West 75 Street
New York Cityy.23
New York:

o,
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PAUL RICHMAN . Sy
1003 K STREET, N. W. ;
‘WASHINGTON, D. C,
’ April 11, 1944

Dear Larry: 7 N i . ? |
Enclosed herewith please find a proj'{ect with which ,1

undoubtedly you are familiar. When I see you perhaps you will %

wish to discuss it further. 7 ' ?.

i Warmest personal regards.

Sincerely yours,

kN : . % i; .

Mr. Lawrence Lesser, Assistant Director
War Refuges Board

Treasury Department

Washlington, D, C.
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’ HARRAR COUNCIL
Council For An Autonmomous Jewish Provinece in Harrar -

18 West 75th Street : ' e e
New York 23, N.Y. VMarch 31','1 1944

- Mp. Paul Richmsn
> xo/o B'nai B'rith
‘Washington, D. C,

‘My dear Mr, Richman,

JE We were very happy to disouss the Harx{ar projact with you last. week. : This

Vo projeet was originally thought out by Mr, Hemann Fusrnberg aeveral years . ago,
I ! ibut could not at that time be executed owlng to the outhresk of war, We feel -
‘however that ths time has now come when the project be pubt into operation

i1 | .granted the cooPeration of the Goverments of Ethiopia, United States. and Great™

" ‘Britain. To. develop the plan, the Harrar Council was fomed about -six months
ago, the members of which are all Jews from Europe.

The main advantages of the Harrar scheme are threefolds;

" 1. The territory ia large enough to accomodate the very large number of Jews
; - whose emigration from Europe wlll become inevitable in the nsar futureg
; the climatic conditions are such that frult, graln end vegetables grown
ot in Europe can also be grown in Harrar, thus assuring favorable liv’lng
conditions for a people emnanating from Central Europe,

L N The territory is very sparsely populated, so that the political and e
’ racial obstacles to a free development found slsewhers are not 11kely
to arigse,

3. We have reason to belleve that the Emperior of Ethiopia, hirgelf a -
descendant of the House of David, 1s favorably inclined towards the :
Jewigh people, and judging by speecheg delivered by ‘him,- there-seams : .
a fair probability that he will be willinb to eooperate to a large i
extent, :
’ If we should succeed in founding the Proviz{ce of. Harrar under the cbndi-: ’
tions of autonomy snd self-administration which we regard as essential, a'per-
manent home for a large Jewlsh population .would arise, ‘where their cul‘bural o
and economic development could proceed unimpeded.

. Our project 15 in no wey & rival to Palestinej in fact we ‘feel the strength ‘
of the spiritual appeal which Palestine makes and fully anpreoiate the advans .
tages of an established country as agains® the plomeering necessary to build up
the new Provinfe. Yet the essentisl fact remains that under preaent ciromnstances
there is no possibility for Palestine to absorb all the Jews requiring help in-
this time of erisis, Furthemore in the Book of Sohar we find the prophetie:-
words, "The Diaspora will come 10 an end when.Jews enter the: Land of Gush‘*

Cush 18 no other than Ethiopia, of which Harrar fomis’ Aa. part,.
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Our petition has been submitted to the Govermnent of Ethiopia thmugh
“stheir Ambassador in Washington end copies have been sent to the Department
;of State and to the British Government. The Council iz now working out de< .
talled plans so that, given a favorable reply, further steps may be taken:
~mnediately and the initial difficultien of settlement may be overcome in
‘the shortest time possible. '

We will be glad if you will give this matter your consideration and
J.et us have the benefit of your' advice, )

Yours sincerely,

R : - v -
LI , /8/ Evwin Kraf

1l
/s/ Marie Ginsberg




HARRAR COUNCIL
Couneil For An Autonomous Jewlsh Provinece in Harrar

18 West 75th Street : s
New York 23, N.Y. ‘Tanvary 26, 1944

R J
¢ i His Imperial Majesty the Negus of Ethiopia
L: Addis Ababa

Ethiopia,

Your Majosty,

! A A group of Jewisgh men and women of European origin beg to

submit to Your Majesty the following petition and hope that it will

receive Your gracious and favorable consideration. Our group is centred
around ¥r, Hermann Fuernberg, whOse name and work in réonnect}.on with the
H ; Harrar settlement project will most probably be known to Your Majesty,

In order to indleate our geographical and political aims the

group assused the provisional name of "Bouneil for an Autonomous, Jewish

Provinee in Harrar" (Harrar Council), and we trusét that Your Majesty

: . " will permit us to continus to ursert-his designation or suggest an al’cerngé

tive which would be deemed mors appropriate. -
Your Majesty is no doubt aware that- during the last years

1arge numbers of inmocent men and women in Lumpe have suffered eruel e

persecution at the hands of the Nazls. This perseeutionih

particular severity upon the Jewlsh people, hose sufferings ha\i bu'i'ne'dl‘

e R i o

themselves into their very souls, Fear of a repitltion of these agonies I :
for themselves and thelr children make these people fervently desire 1;0
leave the Continent of Europe and settle permanently: ina 'J.gnd ,wpere thay

will be mble to develop freely and be assured of a peaoefui' iife.
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The object of our group 4s the establisiment of a new homeland. -

for these persscuted Jews of Zurope, Knowing Your Majesty's sympgﬁi}eiiQ' B
‘attitude towards the J"ewrsh'peopl‘Wour—OHui’armty“fsrlwp’on‘ﬁu—"'—“;T;—f"f

Majesty's Province of Harrar.

We have discussed-our plan with a nunber of important personages'-

both in the politviceal aad industrial fields, and it has been recognized
as potentially valuable and capable of realization. e have reason to
believe that {if Your Majesty's coneent and cooperation are granted, the
‘moral and financlal support necessary to bring the scheme -to frultion wilk
be forthecoming. The investment of large .sums sugporﬁng pioneer mo’vém,e‘,ntrsr "'
have always brought prosperity to the lands which have been so eettled; ' :

...~ 1In this present instance, the arrival of a culturally developed people oan- =

not fall to enrich Your Empire; their settlement, equipment and mani'fql,d
- requirements will offer vast new markets for the'produ,cts of Yqur',lari_nd o

L {  and stimulate the develogment of its natural resources.

In submitting the following points for Your Majesty!s cqns@'dgfa’-’ ' ,
L tion, our purpose is to set forth the fundemental prineiples of and‘&o
create the basis for, an agreement to be negotiai:’e,d wifb’ Your Majésty;.- N

(1) Under the sovereignty of Your Majesty:;the
of Harrar shall be set} aside for the immigration
of European Jews, o
Representations shall be made - to the British Govern— S
ment for territorial arrangements in British, Soma~
l1iland which w'1l permit free saccess to the ses
through the ports of Berbera and Zeila. -

{(2) Immigration ehall take place in 1arge organized . L -
groups who would proceed to a territory previously B '
carefully demarcated and assigned to them, ALl "
imnigrants desirous of settling in the vainba::of

, : Harrar shall be required to ewesr alleglance to Your

Majesty:; Upon completion.of immi gration fonnalities}

they shall regelve the rights and obligations of -

full citizenship within the Provinceé of Hdarrar. Suoch

‘oitizenship shall not entitle them to citizenship in

i b e
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other partas of the Ethiopisn Empire,

(3} The Autonomy of the Province shall extend only within 1its-
confines, All internal affairs shall be administered by
a governing body elected by the people of the Provintce.
A Governor-Royal or Viceroy shall be appointed as the
repregsentative of Your Majesty; his rights and obliges
tions shall be laid down in a democratic constitution fo be.’
provided for the Province. , , !

(4) English shell be the official language and all education
shall be in that tongue.

&

o : {5) Your Majesty shall be entitled to an agreed equi’r.abld
P proportion of certain taxes to be lévied in the Province, -
' an income which will inerease with the growth of the in-
H - dustrlal and cultural life of the Province,

) Liability for loans contractsd by the Province of Harrar
shall be restricted to the cltizens of that Province and .
e will not impose any burden or obligationzupon the Ethiopian
% ey ) Govermment.

| H

; ¥e are fully aware of the many difficulties involved in caryylng < ' ¥

out this project, but the hecessity of solving the European Jewish problem

is s0 urgent and the advantages which would gacerue to Ethlopia from a o T

i i realization of the plan are so imnortant and far-reaching, that we feel ‘e

* ; titled to call upon Your ilajesty's wisdom and cooperation in the- overcoming

Ld of these difficulties. If a harassed and persecifted people ean Ye turned"

into a happy and prosperous community, the whole of Ethiopia wlll therabyA g

be enriched and Your Majesty will rightly be regarded. as ona of the greatbf

. ' bensefactors of humani ty. ) O A T

Your Majesty will know that the Jews in whatever country they have
lived have proved themselves law-ablding, orderly and lojal ci'ti'zeﬁs} 'i, Hé'vi

riuch more will they be so in Harrar whers Your Majesty will grant:them

autonomy and the nossibliity of free devélopment. ‘It ig not neces,ééry :vto )
enphasize the ahbility of Jews to build up an agricultural and colonial

! settlement and to develop it successfully. Palastine affords an. excellent

oXFDLe o,




To us 1t seems no coincidence but the Will of God, that our

preference has fallen on a territory ruled by a successor of King Solomon. i |

We know that in the land ruled over by the descendants of King David, the

: ‘; Jews have always prospered and the prophetic words of the Book of Soha;' - . - ;
are slgnificant to us "The Diaspora will come -to an'end when thé Jows
enter the Land of Cush™, A ' .
It is therefors our privilegs to augzest, 1f Your Majéety is ) C :
; B willing in principle to allow such & settlement in Your Province, that ' ' o
‘ Your Majesty receive in AJdie Ababa a delegation from pur cdﬁne!.l 0 oxw

plain our plans in greater detaell snd to hear what observations and re= ‘ » - 1

[ quiremente Your Majesty may wish to express. In view of ths urgenoy of the

sltuation, we earnestly appeal to Youi‘ Majesty to grant us an in"berviéw

at an early date. V
Respectfully submitted, on behslf of the Council

,.» - (Ervin Kraft)

, (Hermann Fuernbérs)

(Marie Ginsberz) ’ o ’ B




MAR 14 1944

Dear Mr. Fusrnberg:

Your letter of March 6, 1944, to Mr. Breckinridge o

Long hse been referred to me.

It is suggeated that mss Ginoberg arrsnge for an

- appointment with Miss Hodel of my ataff the next time she.

is in Washington.

4

Very truly yours,

(R1omad) 7. W, Palla K

J. W, Pehle
Acting Executive Director

Mr. Hermann Fuernberg,
Harraer Council, .
22 West 75th Street,
New York 23, N, Y.

2
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ﬂice Memomndum UNITED STAT

TO : Mpr, John W. Pehle, War Refugee Board{' -
Treasury Department. :
FROM : Mpr, George L. Warren. ‘

. SUBJECT:

is transmitted for your 1nformgtion and attention;a

request of Mr, Breokinridge Long.

\‘}‘:v‘_"‘

WRB:GLWarren:Ka




22
- XIERWEST 75TH STREET
NEW YORK 23, N. V.

<380 SEORETARY 7
¥ % %/?

MAR 7 1944!;/&"

7

M%-Bh 6th, 191,522&.3 o -"
N /ym

Mr. Breckinridge Loﬂé:
Assistant Secretary
Department of State
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sir:

In pursuance-of the-advice contained*ﬁn your
‘letter of. September 27th, we had several interviews- With RIS
Mr. Howard K. Travers and lately with the Var Refugee T
Board. : ,‘””'ﬂ

However, our plans have maturéd to-an extent
that we bey;eve that it would be of mutual interest to.-
discuss the"matter with you divectly; jespecially-as the'
general situation of -the European:Jewish problem has:
reached a stage wheve Jewish colonization outside of
"Palestina.seems imperative.. R

Therefore we should be most gratefu if you
could grant an interview to Mlss Marie. Ginsberg, member
of our Exegutive Committee and former Assistant Libvarian
of' the League of Nations. -Because: of the great. urgency
of the matter, we hope you will be:-able" to veceive .
Miss Ginsberg soon. . . e

Thanking you in ad?egcerfOnfthiefeeﬁﬁﬁeéﬁ;f'

/ ery tvuly yours;
Hermann Fuernber
(for the Council%

A A B B B I
R I I B |







MEMORANDUM FCR THE FTLES

February 24, 1944 ..

Mr. Fuernberg’and Mr. Kraft/called today to press for a
. formal War Refugee Board blessmg for their plan for an autonomous
Jewish' province in Harrar, Ethiopial

I advised them briefly to the effect that the War Refugee -
Board is interested in lmowing of their plan and that our main pur-
pose is to formulate and effect programs for the immediate rescue of
the victims of enemy oppression.- They had no information cohcerning
‘“ne present position of the Ethiopian Government -rith réspect to entry
permits but they feel that this is worth exploring in connection with
the problem of finainc%for people who escape inteo neutral
countries. They emphasized that Harrar is-the only province in
Ethiopia which has a s‘t}l‘oable climate for European peoples and sthat
Prefessor Isiah Bowman® has confirmed this to them, They state:that
it is very easy to get to Harrar from Turkey or Palestine,

It may be worthwhlle to look into the poss:Lbllthy of., ge‘b'bing o
refugees into Harrar, R

- F. Hodel:

1
1




THE CASE OF
EUROPEAN JEWS

* by HERMANN FUERNBERG |
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Since the above pamphlet has been- written;
Buropean Jews has undergone no..amelioration,
saving the surviving Jews has remained- the: same

Nobody can predict how many of the six to seven million European’:
Jews will survive the war and the' Nazi rule..” It ‘is- certain,’ however, "
that Buropean Judaism will~have-lost:all its -oldet” members ‘andall~
those unable to work. Moreover ‘i :childten ‘will- survive. these; the’
most difficult times, Buropean Jéwty-has ever known.:: © "

In the past year it has become a cerfainty, even to the " péssimisti
that the United Nations will"be victorious.” - Those . pessimistics : fear
today that the United Nations, ‘whilst: winning-the: war, ‘will lose:-the .= -
peace. It is to be hoped. that they.will ‘also”be mistaken' on’ this- point.. -

We can rezost progrecs in'th

e Jewish camp over he

In the United. States, seven:Jewish- organizations have joined: hands
in order to work together on_the problém of- saving the Buropean Jews.
The JOINT EMERGENCY .COMMITTEE: FOR. EUROPEAN JEWISH: "
AFFAIRS* can only become a real force for the European Jewsy if. th
individual " Jewish' organizations: are: determined; - without " regard " for:
party, organizational or other:interests,  to “work “solely’ !
suffering Jews of Europ e

In one point in- patticulas- the interests ol
at one with the interests of World Jewry: '

ed, based: *

Help. for 'them —"and  for.all:Jews ~ can. be. pr ¢
on:'democratic -principles,- outsideof . Burope; ;and ‘ontside . of -Palestine;:
Only -when _the realization: of “these "basic_facts’”has: become* i
amongst - both -~ :Jews. and: 'non-Jews: can - .the

redlity
th

undoubted -problems  of the Buropean Jews e
If: this" does 'not: become  the ' case;. the - Eutopean™ Jews, . to: the’
lasting . shame  of - humanity (andnot-only “of ' the -Jews); . will “stay ‘in:: "
Europe, “despised dnd - hated, until: once. again- they: will: have réached -
that state otP ‘culture "and " civilization which " they  attained:béfore :Hitler . /
came to power. ~And that will not, be the solution! LRI

New York City,April 1943,
&

*In the JOINT EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR EUROPEAN-JEWISH: :
AFPAIRS. are represented: - American . Jewish. - Committee; ‘American . Jewish ™ "
Congress, B'nai DB'rith, -Jewish ‘Labor- Committee, -Synagogue Council . of:
America, Agudath Israel; Union of Orthodox Rabbis, and American Emergency -
Commiittee ‘l;cr' Zionist “Affaits; i - L
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own -position is_secire, -who do riot like to *hear” of :even- the. existence
of ‘the problem - affectmg Européan Jewry,: and; who  nourish- the hope

that--a. demacratic tvictory 'will automatically: re-gstablish conditions”
Europe)as : they -were before; Hltlers selzure of power “This- attit
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also prevalent among Hhomesick European emigres and is sometimes
found among those who on their return after a democratic victo

found among those who have suffered in their persons for any length
of time under the Hitler regime, and’ certainly not among those who
still directly or indirectly vegetate under Nazi t{omination. -

Probably it will be possible for a selected few to return to Central-

Europe and’ re-establish  their life there, but for the broad mass of
expelled Jews such a possibility will not exist.

Hitler is even today deporting large numbers of Jews to Poland.
There will be, therefore, whatever befalls, too man Jews ini that country
after the war, quite apart from the fact that ong before this war

conditions for Jews in Poland were far from ideal. We may accept as';

honest the expressions of opinions and intentions made by Polish states- '
men in exile, dependent as they are on the good-will of the democracies,
that they have abandoned their former antisemitism. . It may be that the -
antisemitic propaganda made by the Nazis in Poland does not have the
same effect as'in Germany, but for all that it js highly doubtful tha
the Polish population, especially the middle classes, will change their
centuries old antisemitic mentality. . .

In the interest of the Jews themselves a mass return to Central--,
Europe appears most undesirable. One is entitled to assume that the.
fall of Hitler and the end of the war will either change the mentality -
of the Nazis or bring them all to the gallows, Undoubtedly -the sur- -
viving Nazis will continue to agitate against the Jews, underground if -
necessary; these Nazis will not be prepared to place the responsibility
for the lost war upon their idolized Hitler and the cry of antisemitism
will not have lost its popular appeal. Coe

WO

It is certain that any democratic government which will come_to -
power in post-war Germany or in any a Federated Europe will dis-
couraige and oppose any aggressive antisemitism — if for not better
feason than-to keep themselves in good standing with the democratic’
victors, But it i$ equally certain that to keep-themselves in good stand: -*
ing with their own pulation, these post-war governments would not
ddre to open wide the doors of their countries to a large number of * -
Jeéws and will abolish testrictions against Jews “DE JURE” only.” Th
will be forced to this not only through the underground activities of ‘th
Nazi antisemites, but especially thiough the general antisemitic men:
tality engendered by ten yeats of Nazi education.. Bven the United
Nations may, have. to take this mentality into consideration. when work-..
ing out schemes for cooperation with the German people. . o

--T do not share the wishful thinking of so many, that after the fall
of Hitler, the German “people will completely change their - attitude
toward the Jews. It seems cextremely improbable that this same German
people who have tormented - their Jewish fellow citizens or ‘at ‘best ~
remained silent at their persecution.” should suddenly feel an urgé to -
welconte the Jews back into their midst and undo the wrong perpetrated .-

-against them. — Bven if a large number of “Germans should  feel a*

The. Jewi
~will .in~ the, majori

7 -him: greater: opportunities- for learning’s new " ‘trades:-. Furth e
-Jewish. emigtant, :spititually. depressed, cannot, do -without the ‘diversio

.- immediately - an. increase in : iser ple: 1il ]
. this, fact only as-the effect of ‘Axis propaganda, andit is true that Axi

- propaganda tacreases and- speeds up.the - process; but. this’ increased  ariti
.-~ semitism_has: been’ obsérved in all parts of'the world ‘evén before  the

-immigeation;”

. ) _.-s “ ER

sense-'of : shame at - their: behavior. .towards their- Jewish  fe
they will -still -prefer that :the-Jéws-‘already-ontside, the-.
femain there; Nevertheless they may- b wi
for their' rehabilitation elsewh P
+These are:my:reasons . for, be
to - Central-Burope : from ' Poland
desirable in: the interest either of :the:
general: paci_ﬁcatign ofBufope,:: .1

re-is; neither
. themselves or-of

‘possiblé

(B Aot g
ews - to  Central ;and

largely from Jews living in security’ in-Anglo-Saxof® countri
to recognize. the; wave of ‘antisemitism~ enveloping mitch.
It is.characteristic of this' group that’ they ré any Jew

igration” of ‘Jews from B
antisémites.” The" half-hearted” help iy
Central-Europe after;the pogtom of 1938

infiltration ‘which ‘had :originated with ‘thiis grou

cent y
uly 1938);

it ; (except.-in cases :of Eqﬂfcétive 'fﬁm.nﬁgrgt_ion
tfy of "cases duft into the Jargsr cities, -as. these: wil
their ‘many types of occupation: not: only: offes- him'a livelihood

migeant . (excépt,.in. cas

offered by a city, and thrown into strarige surroundings dnd ‘a‘ new: mod;

of life endedvors 'to_ sucround. himself with. s an uzin

‘Al “these tendencies vng thé ]ewi;); emigrant

hensible to his’ fellow-Jews, but"not. in” the cast compreh
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Iniiltration scems to me the hope of a small group. The attempt .o,

to carry through a policy of infiltration cannot fail to harm' Jewry asi;
a whole. - . , -

o

(C)_ The third group expresses an opinion ostensibly facing ‘the
facts. They conclude that after the war for many reasons it will be
impossible for the Jews now in Hitler's concentration camps — especially «;
in Poland — to be reintegrated into the economic life of Eurg]pe. They ..
admit that emigration by way of infiltration will meet with determined 1
fesistance from countries overseas; they declare the Zionist demand for
a self-governing state in Palestine and mass-immigration into that state .
as quite impossible and scom the Zionist policy as so much bluff. “This -
group believes that the European Jews will have to be maintained in’*
their camps until they die out. A few may be enabled to emigrate™
through the help of children and relatives, a few may possibly be able ~
to- return to. their old homes, but the remainder will just have to be
maintained in their camps. . :

(D) The Socialist Groxtx];:. This group has not taken any stand ’;
in recent times concerning either the ‘general Jewish problem’ or whiat
should be done with the European Jewry after the downfall of Hitlerist

For socialists, whatever their shade of opinion, no Jewish. problem: 3
exists, neither in Europe nor elsewhere. They all argue that as-soom aéni
their socialist grogra.m, will have been cartied through, the Jewish
problem will be solved and therefore requires 'no . special 'thought.
Socialists of many shades of opinion being convinced that in any evel
they will be in control of EBurope after the war is over, have postulati
nothing outside their own Erogra.ni as to what is to happen-to the Jews'"
of Europe. They should, however, *have given thought to this ‘problem
for they, as much as any other party, will have to take into account. the,
mentality of their former supporters and potential new adherents and
the ravages effected upon it by ten years'b})o Hitler éducation; -

The*socialists in any case never admitted that an)'f ]éwﬁ'_sh ' liroblétnf
really existed, but regarded it as part of the general social - problem

A few of them are now prepared to include the Jewish problem: amon,
the various minority problems, o Cereds

(B) The fifth group are the Zionists, who alone propos

political solution to the problem.

... The Zionists do not take their stand on the platform that some. ...
million Euro}aean Jews tequire help today, but demand tegeneration of .,
the whole of Jewry. The Zionist program has_as its goal the creation
of a Jewish state in Palestine and the fregeneration ——: cultural,. political
and religious — of the Jewish people  within - the - framework of this:,

Palestinian state. Their extensive program is. so-set that- they cannot ;i
deviate from it to tak

fiate f [0 take account of current- events. and. urgent’ problems :;
which these everits may raise, Thus Zionism. believes that.every attempt .-,
at collective emigration which Jews may undertake ‘on -2 non-Zionist. -+
basis may easily damage the Zionist cause .and therefore the - Zionists ..
oppose all such attempts. Zionism has many admirable and::heroic.i:

- -assumplion’ of .power- by. Hitl T
" as ‘a-whole.. - Nevertheless' these- organizations.-had -

- ’:'(xieself what wonders“might have: been

-of strength, which, however, “was soon, proved llusory: “The increas
. Increasing resistance, — rab world. i
“tion ‘to Jewish immigration (infiltration) = obsérvable,. throughout * th
“world, appeared.in’ Palestine in’an’accentuated form.due to: the: peculia
©, forward - by theZionists: " Furthermore; - it’soon becamé' clear ' that”
:Palestine was’ by no" means .able- to “absorh ‘all "the Jews: compelled: to
“leave theif home-jands.: - This:fact: is.-not iiﬂ'egted'by'

_ themselves. .

Palestine.is as:large as the Jews makeit == if ‘millions came, there would®:

achievements o 'its_ ctcdit, but’ in -spite of .40 ‘years. of .propaganda- has:
not been able to_convert to its side:thie great. mass. of. the: Jewish’ people
Until recently its propaganda.seemed more concetned “with: the ‘collectio
of money than with the kindling - of:.enthiusiasm- for an’ actual: Jew

state in" Palestine. - ‘The funds - were collected: on “the’ i
jpersccuted “in Poland: must- have #.fresh $tart in Palestine,-
same appeal was made on behalf*of Jews from® Germaii

And the Jewish' péople did contribute Targe ‘sums, " especiall
"American . Jews; not¥so ‘much bécause they ‘wéte’ particulaly interestéd
in a Jewish state in Palestine, or.inicnded to live. there themselves,- but -
because they believed: they. were. in. this -way :fulfilling " their- obligations
to -their” hard-pressed.: co-religionists. - in Europe “-and- s i
solidarity’ with Judaism’asaiwhole, .= = 2w or

Dy and lacge:it has dlways been'a gesture:of chari
 But. through. thei fund-raising cimpaigns “of - th
Zionists were able. to; build “a _number . of quasi-politi 2
‘which owingto" the: dearth. of o snitable -Jewish' agencies. after the

assumed, greater- importance' for: Jewry

.of ‘arousing"éven among” theif. 6w .adhetents suffi
-standing .of - the: real “significance of: thi ;
ds-to- make ‘thecry ‘for 4. Jewish

- Thy =8k pplied - the ' bulk ‘o
Palestine, had, according to Zionist. statistics, in-1941 a2
only 200,000.or. that:is-59% of the Jewish population, -a
of - the factthat 809, 'of. the

“in‘spite of tlie. hi
g f\‘.’/i‘thout,belittling— the " inarv achievements C
rescuing. thovsands: of 'young Polish- Jéws, and giving:them 'a fresh statt -
Palestine, ot in’ thie historic building up: of [Paléstineifself, -one; ask
) ¢ ave: been:; achieved “by these -people. h
‘they had better-conditions-than Palestine afforded

: Hitief's.comfng;td.pdvGef “gave Zionism appatently ‘a.great increise -

immigtation into’ Palestine — both legal. and illegal =~ brought with’i

‘and.not only from the. Arab world... The: opposi

historic-- conditions -of - thie. ‘country - and - the - consequent ;demands’ put -

assertions:‘to -the
“by :the” is

contrary . nor._by.. demdnds “for_more tgrrito;y'ih

A -short tithe ago-a . Zionist r‘wxjit‘e'r in" New! Yoik: stated - that -
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be room for millions. Such phrases do not increase the size of Palestine

nor do they diminish other people’s resistance to a Jewish state in .

Palestine. On the contrary, such phrases afford no help to the hunted
Jews of Europe but can only do them harm.

Zionism claims Transjordania for the Jewish state.

About Transjordania Dr. Israel Zwi Kanner, a leading Zionist,

" writes in his book, “The Arab States Neighbouring Palestine,” published

1938 by Josef Belf in Venna, Austria, on page 43 as follows, when
speaking of the founding of the State of Transjordania:

“In this way against all the rulings of the Mandate the fertile
17,000 square miles (italics by Dr. Kanner) comprising ncarly two-
thirds of the territory destined for the Jewish national home were cut
off from Eretz Isracl.. No inhabitant of those bare rocks and barren
acres has ever dreamed that here was the place for an independent
state.” -

These two sentences are jointed immediately one following the -

other.

Well, what. is this Transjordania, claimed by the Zionists in reality

— is fertile or is it barren?

Impartial observers say it is unsuitable for colonization and can be
used only for extensive cattle-raising, and thus hold out little hope for
mass-immigration. But even if these observers are wrong, and the
Zionists right, when they state that Transjordania is fertile, how does
this help the position of the million of Jews in Europe? )

Palestine including NegHtb has an area of approxiinately 10,000

square miles and a population of 2,100,000; Transjordania has. an arca
of approximately 17,000 square miles and a population of 350,000.
In Palestine there are thercfore today approximately 210 people per
square mile or including Transjordania approximately 91 ‘per square
mile.  Altogether there are about 500,000 Jews in Palestine as against
1,600,000 Arabs. The rate of ndtural increase among ‘the Arabs is
practically double that of the Jews. 8

4,000 out of Palestine’s 10,000 square miles are entirely-unsuitable

for colonization, and Transjordania’s 17,000 squate miles are also” by
no means ideal territory for colonization. Por putposes of comparison,

one should state that in Europe serious economic difficulties arose when-
ever tlie density of gopulation exceeded 130 per square mile— and this
under economic conditions vastly more favorable than Palestine, - :

Apart from all political opposition therefore -the future, of ‘mass .

immigration in Palestine is not at all a bright one.

These considerations must have becn in the. mind of Dr." Chdim
Weitzmann when he declared in Washington, D, C, on April 16,
1941 (as quoted by the Washington Post on the following day), that
if the quota permitted, Palestine was capable “of “absorbing- 60,000 to
70,000 people per annum, T ’

Dr. Weitzmana began by vstat'inig that 1
in Burope about three million honeless: Jews - for - whom

* Zionist: Conférence;

after. thé

twould: be.

essential to find a new heme, ““Objective: investigation shows Palestine -~

with 2 modernized agriculture and a rationalized j
] - th

its present’ population , without’

. ven:re
population iticould support.. . i1

Aheavy responsibility: rests to
The “fateof entire Jewry: dependsiv
necds of ‘theit European brethren.": ]
Zioriisi is™ teally ” concerned. ab ut”

Zionism " will prefer ‘o allow ‘millions. of

maintain’ the semblance of 2 fight for:thei
impossible’ of attainime e

* “Today it is ‘no "longér,arqdi:éti',oni

Palestinian: immigration_ quota:of . 10,000° 0r:20,000: after . lengthy- nego:

na ndustry. could .double

ng

getting * permission - fo

tiations with. the- British - Administration, nior- 4 question” of - buying here

and there a feéw. thousands, Dunam-of-land,

getting. several : millions of human' beitigs -qut-of ‘Burop
short”. term “of “years ‘and ‘providing - for - them

security which will-permit’thii
“The problem’: faci

the problem

;. Futopean’ Jews at the - present . time, have nothing. left :but
they hope that their brethten jn*the free world viillli take whi

are possible 'to:-enable. ‘them —once-the v
their lives- with dezency and horor

The ‘teal problem consists in -
e:in 2 relatively
£ politi

of ive==of Sirviving th
: ljving.ixj ‘and ‘the times’ ixhngo:‘djgtely ahead

‘of .the

years. will not be'willing to conquer Palestine against 4 world Lostile' fo
_them, but that they will prefer-to build a'rniéw. home for their. children :
inthe_ desert"if necessary-— where they-.can: reckon’ on “beifig left:in

- There is no” doubt that the Européan' Jevis, hirassed and hanted: oF :

peace. . It is.very ‘doubtful whether: a majority : of ‘the European ]ews o

today support the policy of the Zionists,

<>
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I ’ Up to this point I have endeavored to describe the various points 1 feel #efyf’sti‘dhg'lyfthatl-aii' “attemipt ‘ata 'céllr . :

, of view which exist regarding the post-war fate of European Jewry. this kind will" be "dooméd” to- ailﬁre:"lnl}/the' ii""lits'ofrtmmig" -

l I will now make some constructive proposals as to how the Jews might - restricted to economic, activities and: if. ina ﬁum‘ se‘ns" .ﬂ.‘g{afntﬁ_ ?lfg
y be dealt with, both in their own interest and in the intérest of all - be_compelled;to .adapt themselves. to: the h%ocallnsg,mngnszsaor:es
E civilized mankind. . . oo of the 'coiintiy iﬁ’wﬁit'th‘ they ﬁnd ﬂlemsefv?es or ‘what. woul, parties:
' But before 1 come to the actual proposal ‘1 beg the reader to tha:htl!ey shiould be’de!:uved of ‘any medns- of ‘giving: political:

| consider a few points. (0: eir EEEd; RN :

It is a fact that Europe is overpopulated. 1t is a fact that- the E . .., Now nal‘u:ally f_h-?—l
signatories of the treaties after the last war must have known. this, but some, of -ﬂ!e,m:'pohllfi.ally 3
failed to take this into their calculations. It is a fact that this failuge at.onc
of the peace conferences played its patt in- the development of the
various “isms” in Europe. It is a fact that this failure is pattly the

g cause of the present war. -

' Before the war of 1914-18 more than two million people emigrate | ‘proposal tollows almost - _‘Vll“?‘_r?ltic_iﬂlyotp_fg e these . in
annually from Europe. The peace treaties of 1920 closed .almost all . ) 3“?“&01')’ where-they: cari‘build their ‘own_ state, according ‘to their o
overseas states and the number of emigrants from Europe sunk to absut - esites and ‘their own. needs. . Of ‘course ‘it "will -probably be' necessary
250,000 annually. . : for those-states. which: ) n

) nterested :in: carfying:out . of .sich a plan-to,
. F - S undeitake its. protec X B 00§ {thout P an,'to:

It is almost self-evident that the peace treaties following this war an_undue:tutelage

will have to consider carefully this question of Buropean overpopulation. L e

Even this totalitarian war will not have cost as many lives as is

represented by Europe’s surplus population and after this war, as.after

all wars, the birthrate will rise. . S

If the future peace conference fails to take measures to alleviate this
situation they will be doing democracy a bad turn, for a fresh closing
of doors against European emigration will' and must lead to a fresh.

and still more overwhelming explosion than the present war.

The fanatical hatred of Hitler has picked out one group of people-:
living in Europe — let us forget for the moment that they are Jews and
think of them sigiply as human beings—, torn them out of their régular . tight which -
surroundings and occupations, and it is very doubtful whether they will by Hitler but if possible: humanity“al drge,
ever be able to return to them. One thing is very clear and that is that - ok . et .

T Y AL SR B o N i IR PR 5 .
the attempt to reinstate them will be extremely difficult. :"':MY;'P.{(’P"SE‘MQ?OE._“? the: Jews-drivén ot ‘of: B e’ poss
) ’ of:building up a’riew honie elsewticre,. of giving- thém a chinice to ‘s
To summarize: These people have been eliminated from. the life of soffiewhere “collectively” does. sior géleﬁd 10" b2 a ‘complete” salution
Europe without actually having left that continent, therefore it. cannot . the Jewish -problent. > ‘donot think: this_i$- 4 “problem’ which: can
be amiss to propose that they should now be eaabled to emigrate actually - settled: withini'a ‘few yéats. If: there really isa' Jéwish problem of ‘world
from it. } RO ‘wide' propottions; it caniiof be solved nierely by the attempt to'ameliorat
N , . IS conditions ‘caused by cruelty ‘and tetror in one part of th
As emigration by infiltration presumably will be out of the question . i 7 : At LSRR . :
ﬂf‘f it will meet opposition (whether justified. or unjustified does not . 1i-Nor,dges,my proposal seck: to.ereate: a national home or: the e
- affect the argument) organized collective emigration will obviously - VIR is-bufely and-Simaly 4 Slan fo ek them' to-carev “ofi- thet
suggest itself especially at a time when collective action represents thg‘, lives in l: ‘aay Zonasl:,?,a:;{n sli{hamlgage;,‘:;;:g?l%hg,gt%f 'cg:lff't‘;g,egg;ﬁ’

only basis of survival for these groups, in ;2 manner. which not: only. rights- the. wrong committed  against thein;

But it can only be undertaken with definite and Spefiﬁc;Politicai but which ;hall seem to them’ gp;rectv'g{id Yo‘thy. S S
guarantees. This means in my opinion they be guaranteed in their _ 7 L.am quite:sure that it will ‘riever:be possible: to  convert  the Jews g
. country of scitlement not only immediately full rights:of citizenship, to :Christianity ‘eith t'by “force or. persuasion.-; Not:is there;any. need for::;. :

but also the rights and possibility of full democratic self-government. this, ;' But it may well Be:that founding 'of,a;sgl[,-gov’gmingﬁindependé!vit::,}
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state for the Jews of Europe may be one step towards the solution of the
so-called “Jewish problem,” ;

What objections are being- made to such a self-governing free state,
which since it would be inhabited chiefly by Jews, might be called. 2 --
Jewish state? T

The objections depend naturally enough upon the particular. re- :
hgious, Folitical and intellectual standpoint of the individual, Zionists.
have only one main objection, namely that this could never become the |
national home of the Jews. Dr. Weitzmann has stated this repeatedly.
The Zionists further emphasize that the formation ‘of any such’ state *
would check the political coordination of the Jews and that no true *
political, cultural and religious regeneration is possible outside Palestine. °
It may be that the Zionists are correct — who can decide this today? -
But at the moment the rescue of several million Jews is far more urgent

than the gathering and regeneration of a small proportion. of their .
number in Palestine. -

demand for the emigration of Jews from those countries to thé new *
" Jewish state. 1 do not believe that this criticism is. valid, . We are, .
living in a new democratic period. The Irish. for example: have a state.:.
of their own. Yet it has occurred to .no one Y

best terms with the Irish, has never put forward such a demand, . Theze::
is therefore no good teason why other states should make such demands
on their Jewish citizens. But just as little as any state can prevent’ an
Irishman from returning to Ireland, so no state shoald prévent any Jew !
wishing to emigrate from doing so. : RS

The existence of a free self-governing Jewish state outside ‘Paléstine, *
far from being an added danger for the rest of Jewsy, would do much ,:
to counteract antisemitism throughout the world, - N

Left-wingers like to argue that such a state would be. synonymous
with the re-nationalization of the Jews and would- therefore represent: -,
a retrogression. I certainly believe that the Jews who emigrated from A
Europe would become a nation in the course of time in their new -land. *;
But these European Jews “would -have. come from a. dozén different -
European countries and until recently would . have claimed any other..
nationality but Jewish. Now they have simply become Jews and desite. -
to live with their fellow citizens, Could this Jewish melting-pot not.._

" develop into something more democratic than'is involved in the general’
term “Nation” today? Jews-are so capable of assimilation,. that they:
will assimilate-also into a Jewish state, A iy

To who
detrimental ?

:

m could such a free, self-’gove;ning“_]éﬁi’sh‘ statéf be: i,
. Cg:tain]y._Zionism would first be “hnfavoral‘)]y;aﬁecied, ‘but lr
think it certain that Zjonists -should: be teady’ to’ bring their. small- :
temporary sactifice gladly if thereby they are enabled” to téscue. several * ¢

" Jews — for Jews. PR

- ~-0r.: British . unwillingness.

L - 0f
~ -possible: to: keep! it toddy:

TN
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million fellow-Jews. And at thie last resort, Ziohism' s a movément:
* 1 sce no one,who would siiffer. from fhe"exist‘ehcé,bf fs'uchi 2 state,
I see np .disadvantage ~which -:any Christian,--’—]gvy, ~Mohamedan” or
Buddhist, Englishman, American or.-any: other’ national' . would -
if this state were founded -outside Palestine, S

> We see the word “democracy” used*tpda’y;as’!a' slogan for- man;
causes. . The'- United -Nations ‘are; defending ‘democracy. nst.ithi
aggression of dictators .~/ S S .

" Heré the W;)rci‘),"deféhdjng’f, is .not very correct
..t After this ' war:we shall -see whether  the: Unite
reached.the true democragy.. -, .

For Hitler is persecuting the ‘Jews not ‘on’ account 'of £ 'rghg‘ '
not, as he p(etends,‘Qn,,a,ccogmt,of}diffe;’ven‘cesr ofr"race,;lb,}lt-,begaqs_f;!_h
knows that the age-old_history of the. Jews inall its phases. has always
been closely. linked: withi‘the political and “social liberation “of :mankin
Hitler. is petsecuting the stirit of the Jewish laws;- Hitler is” persecuti
“the:spirit.-of Jewish. revolt L= however” much: stifled’ by circumstances

has:had great-latent strength-throughout the'last 2000. years and it is

that makes: the ‘Jews: the ‘natural allics” of the: Unit,éd’Naﬁ:p"xijs‘.ri
* %The Jews outside’ Central* Burope have alréady, been the atlies “of

Englind~"and" Ametica in one 'war. At that: time the British” Empi
thr:'%ugh the Balfour “Declaration - promised the: Jews; the: Jews; of ;the
“‘whole -world;” their inidepéndence. . “ At that’

promiscd the: Jewish people a-Natiorfal ‘Home

" Today it is not the time to
promise was not- imiplémen

“kept at a time when it _WOPH h \
o In he t ;

“+."And Herein, in ‘my opinion, lies the great scivice the Jewish peop le
-can render_to the-war effort of the democratic- Nations,: especially as it
would ‘a: the. same_ time . help® those : fellow-Jews ‘so.-urgently - needing
sucCour.. -, iy T

" {: I.mean the RENUNCIATION. OF THE BALFOUR DECLARA

England cettainly-gave a binding promise in_this Balfour. Declara:
tion, 'angd it seems”. tog'me certain: that ~ the - majority - of 'the -British
statesmen’ honestly tried to keep their promise. . The attempt has caused
and is causing a great deal of friction: between “the British Empire. and
the Near Bast."" Only. 2 fanatical Zionist ‘could be ‘blind. to the fact: that
-a‘voluntary. renuriciation of ‘th¢-Balfour ‘Declarationon the'pa_rt-‘of'.thq "
- Jews. would not be ‘an act” of appeasement;  but " would appreciable jim- 1. i L




prove relations between Great Britain and her neighbors in the Neat =
East. . . ]

Such a renunciation would make it pos_sib]e to bring the Near East
heart and soul into the fight against Hitler and turn many present. !
enemies of the Jews into their friends. . B |

I feel confident that the war will ultimately be won by the Allied ~
Nations, but 1 am also sure that it will be won only at the cost of
enormous sacrifices; the renunciation of the Balfour Declaration will -be.;
the sacrifice offered by the Jews. The renunciation of independence in.:
Palestine, of the National Home in the Holy Land is indeed a heroic
sacrifice — a sacrifice on the altar of humanity. :

It will be justified if it helps'to shorten the war, even if only by _
a few days; it will be doubly justified if it creates the possibility for™
millions of Jews to live in political and ‘economic security. L

This possibility actually exists: it exists here and now. oA

The Jewish people the world over, not only those pe,ts_e'cuted. by:;'

Hitler, have for many years looked trustfully towards the people -of-f

England and U.S.A. Who can doubt that these two people will appre- i:
ciate the ‘magnitude of the sacrifice involved in a renunciation of the:
Balfour Declaration? ]

Who can doubt that they will immediately seck to create a-self-
governing home for the European Jews? B :

’

We need a land for our children —and we demand it!

Palestine is the land of our Fathers!

Palestine is the Holy Land Israel !

Palestine is the Holy Land of all Christians!
Palestine is a Holy Land for the Mohamedans!
Phlestine is the home for two million-people!”

Make of Palestine THE HOLY LAND OF ALL MANKIND! -
MAKE OF PALESTINE A TEMPLE OF CULTURE!

<=

The advantages for the founding of such a stafe would bé even
greater for non-Jews than-for the Jews. : : C

It seems-certain that renunciation of the Balfour Declaration would
remove the poison from Arab-Jewish relations and make friendship and *
understanding between the two people possible, 1 have already pointed
out the advantages accruing the British Empire and the United Nations, ;
The whole world would be relicved of a center of possibly permanent -
unrest. o A L

For the Jews of England and of both Americas the creation of al.
self-governing Jewish state outside Palestine ‘would be a- great im: .
provement in their own position: . R EEEEs

*F

This refers with patticular sig'niﬂcance"_to, _tt1§~]ew i

For whatever decisioh:s rﬁay be “taken" 'ccﬁéérmng‘ e-“Buropéan-.
Jews, the influence of- the Jews in the U.S/A. will"be' of the' utmost:
importance. But any arrangements which ‘do-not*have a sound politi
basis will be frought with more dangers to Américan than ;to -Burope:
Jewry. . AR

For even if it is frequently asserted that theré is ‘no  soli
among the Jews, the last few-years have ‘proved ‘that” American ‘Jews,
in spite of differences of ‘a political and ‘evena- religions’ nature, have
always been more than ready to come to-the assistance of theit petsecute
fellow-Jews in Europe:: SR : “ vl

In the course of the last five ‘years about 150,000 Jewish  refug
came to the United States..The ‘majority. of : these still; have
relatives and friends in Burope andit-is:only. .patural that-
their best to bring them-over also: : i

- But during thiis ‘sae five years there: hds been” an ‘increasé-in anti

semitism,  Even if- immigration into the: United: States' is still” further

restricted, this will-fot décrease the moral - pressure’ whit
Jews will-exert wpon théir’ brethten in the U.S.A.7 7 :

- Only ‘a-fuhire ‘guaranteed” bith politically - and. économically.
free. the - Jews -of : the .world ‘and” especially 'of < th 9§ ¢
demand for-help from the torturéd Jews ‘of Europe.. : :

The es'falla'livshment,r:gf al s'elf-gdvgmiﬁgr-.]ewishl‘ tate. would :be*
beneficial economically to all’ the world and not “only to- the immigrating
Jews. ~ There is:nio.longer_ any question about the . merit of  Jews: a5

 colonizers. “They have: proved their woith' throughout the. cén
- again’inPalestine underithe most: unfavorable cifcumstances.

If we- give these Buopean: Jes “have_survived Hitler
inhuman" conditions of labor.a’ charice of bringing within the sphere

culture “and. civilization' 4 country’ ug" to. now ' fallow: and unexpl
we ate’ benefiting ‘not-only the Jews but ‘all mankind

*'The.idea to” create 2 Jewish ‘state outside Palestine’ i not'n
quite "2 number - of " térritories have been-examined: from  this- point. o
S 2 S L R

.. Since’ Paléstine has  been renounced;:. no -cotintry- offers -a. strong ‘.. *1 %
-attraction”from ‘séntimental motives.’ e T :
|- What is"impottanit s that the te " selected -should b sufficientl

latge to avoid" fresh- difficulties ‘one ‘or ‘two ‘generations hencé. o
. It should be thinly. populated so.that an- accommodation  with_the-.
cxisting” inhabitants can be easily. reached. . i

It “should have ‘a useful:,ciim;ife:aﬁd it Vsﬁould,thold"gu@':'goéd‘_
prospects for economic.development. - : B P oy
The ‘most varied territories have been proposed, ~;Uganda,"Keny'a,_‘_ o
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_Angola, Northern Kimberley, etc. Everyone of these has its dis-
advantages and its political and other difficulties. :

I believe there is only one territory which combines in itself all the *
four advantages I have mentioned,, .

My proposal is to unite the so-called AHARRAR-territory of
Ethiopia with part of British-Somaliland and create there a state for the
European Jews.

_ This territory is large enough; it would be easy to devote 60,000 .
to 70,000 square miles there for this purpose. This territory is ..

inhabited by a small agricultural population, who are not likely to raise..... .

reat difficulties. Nevertheless it will be necessary to remember the

" Tessons “learned by the Palestine experience, namely, to prevent the
territory being overrun by people from other parts of Ethiopia and to -
keep out foreign agitators. :

The climate on the plateau is absolutely healthy and sitable for

Europeans. Those parts of the Somali coast which have a bad climate
could be improved tn measurable time by irrigation. : . ”

The HARRAR territory is patticulacly suitable. for agsiculture and K
hence for mass immigration. It would have ready markets for its ~

agricultural and later’ its industrial products in the interior of Affica,-
in the Arabian couritries and in parts of India. ’

Politically these territories belong, as already stated, to Great

Britdin and the Empire of’Ethibpia.A

: In July 1935 the British Goverh'}‘nc_nt proposed to the Emperor of
Ethiopia that the port of Zeila and certain other parts of-British Somali-

land be ceded to him if he were prepared to make certain concessions to ...,

s Italy. ’

It i¢ therefore not impossible that the Brit‘lglo Government may-. :

today be ready to cede a rather larger portion of \Somali-land -together

with the port of Berbera to the European Jewish state we have in mind. |

- The Imperial .House of Ethiopia claims its descent from the Jewish
Kiag David, and the Emperor bears the title “"Lion of Judah” .

Should this not also imply a certain obligation to offer much needed’ &

help to this half-brethren in Europe and to receive them on' terms
worthy of the 20th century? = :

The Jews on.their part should have no objection to_tecognizing

the overlordship of the Emperor of Ethiopia with some guarantees: from . :

Great Britain and US.A.
May the Lion of Judah prove that he combines thie courage of

_é)ha\lr)id. the wisdom of Solomon, and the good sense of. the Queen- of
eba. R . . )

et

.17 -

On the question as to who
the following suggestions;

No_one ¢hould be‘compelleﬂ to emigrate into this state
Every Jew, whether he considers himself- g$ such -or-is" classed as
such against his will, should have the 1ight to enter this sta
Beyond these two -points the Governmeit. '
have the right to give or deny permission to’ entet orreside

territory.

should ‘inhabit this’ néw siate, I

I: oﬁér

F~ HARRAR - should:
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~ Dear Mr. Erafty

1 have yaceived your letter of . '
Fobruary 4, 1944, and your letter 4o M. “Travers-
of February l, 1944. - ' o

I suggest that you call my office for
an appointment the next Yime you plan 4o come to

Washington. )
Very truly yqz_i_fé,
(8igned) J, W, Penle K
. . Js W, Pohle :

, Aoting Bxecutive Divestor’ 7

Mr. Erwin Krafb,
Chaiyman, -

Harrar Counsil,

22 West 75th Street,
New York 23, N.Y.




HARRAR couNcil

GOUNCIL FOR AN AUTONOMOUS JEWISH FROVINGE IN HARRAR -

WEST 75TH STREET
NEW YORK 23, N. Y. -

Mp. John W. Pehle.

Director, War Refugee Boa rd,
reasury “epartment.

Washington. D.C.

D S
ear “ir, SO

1 beg to refer to my letter addressed] to Mp,-

February 1st, which I understand
You together with a cop ‘of the -
418 ‘dmperial -

Howarda K. Travers on
has been forwarded to ‘
Betition which this Council presented te

ajesty the Negus of Ethiopis’, -

a time when 1t would

uernberg and myself
project with you, }
would be most suitable for us, .

I should be very grateful if you would Indteate
be convenient for you to see Dp S

Yours very truly

(Erwin Kragt) ;-
B hairman.

&s we would like to discuss this = .
An appointment in the early afterncom ~ -




Dear Mr, Kraft:

I thank you for your ver-{ courteous lotten
- datod February 1, 1944 enclosing a copy of the |
potition dated Janudry 26, 1944 which you have

addressed to His Imperial Majeaty the Nogus of.
Ethiopia.

I am forwarding your letber with a copy of
this reply to Mr, John W, Pehle, who has beén )
appointed Acting IArectory of the VWar Refugee Bodrd
recently nemed by the President. Mr, Pehle 48 in
the Treasury Department and I suggeat that you oo~
munlcate with him there to requést an appointment,

Whereas I am no longer charpged with any respons.

sibility concerning refugees, I am, of course, ine
tereated in doing everything I consistently can to
assist the Intergovernmental Committee in London,
the War Refugee Board and othop organizations in
thelr efforta to save tho lives of persons living -
under threat of death by Hitler,

Sincere;y,

Howard K. Traveps' -
Chief, Visn Division.

Mr. Frwin Kraft,
Harrar Council,

22 West Seventy-lfifth Street,
Tew York 23, New York,

VD KT 3B

L
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HARRAR .COUNCIL
A bl NG an AN,
FOUNEIL TR AN ATONPHEMEINIRY Eppince N vatnan A
1944 FEB 4 MM 9 43 , Dot
WEST 75TH STREET B R B o
“NEW YDRK 23, N. Y, VISA Féb’méry.jl,.—lg.;; . ‘
DIVISION o i |
) v
d° . Mr. Howard K, Travers,
E ] Chief of the Visa Division,
‘State Department.
Washingten, D.C,.
Dear Mr. Travers, . Jiﬁf o o
Our Council held a committee heéﬁi-g%laét‘night L
and asked me to expressg to you our keen sense of gratitude -
for the advice and encouragement you have,given;us;ia' e
regard to the Harrar project. We much régret to hear of Lo
the probability that we may no lomger. have the benefitjbffrl_,f,'¥
your interest and help, e © r_,f S o R
.1 have beeri askéd to send yBﬁ;enblb§éd366ﬁi of
the petition which has been sent to His,Exeellencyﬂtheu'
Ambassador of Ethiopia and- to the British:Embassy;at;f S
Washington. May 1 ask you in the event of your ceasing -
, - to be connected with this w0rk,'t0—be-good;ﬂnough to T
P ' hand over this petition, to whqmqver—mg};bg appointed te. -
: deal with matters of this kind. At ‘the same time I - °
! would esteem it a favor if you,would,givefme:an';ntrpénf,“v» :
: ;- duction to the member of the Prgsidbnt!sURérugngaéard b :
! competent for this project as I would like to:dise Ry B Q
, the Harrar plan with him and also hear whethier .in: o 1
general our Council can-be of any,aasistanqagin—the_wérk' v
S of the Beard ' : coan s :
- - Yours 81hceréij" T 3
- (Erwin Kraft),
vf'



22 West 75 ‘stiest
New York City. 2

8 Abab

! T Tuparial Xajesty the Negus of Brntepta
§~ ' B 3ﬁhtoplt * N R e

‘ieur ﬂ-;ney:

or:.g.la bo‘ ta suhut t:a M &Joit mrozmug ot
'ponuoa and hopo tzut n uu rQuﬁ " ‘!m" mn s and




tha devoleplent of 1ts nutural reaources.'

In submitting the rollowing points for Ybur

Mtjeaty [} considerution, our purpoae 1s to uet rorth the o




fundamental principles of, and th create’

5greem9ntrto,bemhegot;gtéq_yithiY'”

(1) Under the sovereignty of Your Jjesty. the
Province of'Harrnr‘shdll'bG*égﬁfiSidéifér:
the immigration of European Jews. ..
Representatiens shall he made. t0 the - 7 S
Britiah,Goyernment'fqrntprr;tor;al;gnrgn @~
ments in British Somaliland whish will ==
permlit free access to the :sea through
ports of ‘Berbera ‘snd %e T

© (2) Immigration shall take place in-large ;
organised groups who would proceed to
territory previously ‘carefully demarcated
and assigned to them. - .All immigranta
desirous of settling in the Provin
Lgrrer shall be required to.swear a

ian
“to Your Majesty,. ™ Upen gompletion ef . -
immigration formalities) they shall ‘reweive
the rights”andiobligntionS'orifﬁll‘citizenphi,
within the Province of Harrar. Such citizen=~
ship shall not entitle them te oitizenshi

in sther parts of the Ethilepian Bupi

(3) The Autonomy of the Province shall exte
only within its-confines.  “All“internal .
: ”lffairs~Shﬂll,bQ;ﬂdMinisthéﬂ—bF?ﬂ389?9¥31!
" "bedy bléetediby‘thd’pééplé:bf_thB=Ppbviﬁqg'
A. Governor=-Reyal or Viceroy shall: be appointed
as*the'repreaontitIVQ,intour‘Majesty;flhiq;;
rights and obligations shall be laid dewnim . ‘- . -
& ‘democratic ‘Constitution to be provided for =
the Previnee, = -~ . . o T D

(4) English shall be the official languigs
~ education shall be in that tongue.

(6) Your Majest 1tled’ , |
equitqble,pr@pbrtion;ot;qertginftaxes'tb,hq} =
levied in'the Provinece, an’'income which will "

¥ shall be entitled to an agreed

increase with the growth of the industrial =~ .. . - .

" and cultural 1ife of the Province, =~ i
Lability for loans contracted by the Province
of Harrar shall be restristed to the citizens
of-thet Province and will not:impose any .- -
obligation upon the Ethiopisn Government,

We are rully awgﬁe;of,tho"mghyfé;;t;gu;ﬁ;éal

involved in carrying out'this.brdjédt,'bntfthéwﬁééeSSiﬁff-




|
!
|
|

" in Herrar where Your Majesty will grnnt them

thereby slso bo enriched md Your Majesty, ‘111 ‘righ l.y ‘be

country . they have 1lived have proved them

ordorly and loyal citizens. How much mor'

the posaibility or free development. '

a auccesaor or King Solomon.,,;vj l ,: i

ruled over by tho descendmts of
always proapered and the prophetie wor

.are’ aignir:l.cant to us: ,"The :Diaspora w111 come Ato an end"

i hen tho Jows’ ent-er the 1and or cush "o

It is therefore our pri.vi].ege to suggest '—"-,'rif R R

Your Me. jesby is willing in pr:lnoiple to allow suoh_‘a §

ment 1n’ your '.Provﬂ.nce, ‘that Your Mnjest;y receive 1n Addis :




Epwin Kpaft.

'Hermaxm F uernberhg )

Marie Ginsberg.r /7/wu¢. ﬁ;}{,




